Introduction
The palaemonid shrimp genus Palaemonella Dana, 1852 (type species: P. tenuipes Dana, 1852) is currently represented by 21 species worldwide (De Grave & Fransen 2011) , of which 17 species occur in the Indo-West Pacific region (Bruce 1970 (Bruce , 1975 (Bruce , 2002a (Bruce , 2002b (Bruce , 2008 (Bruce , 2010 Hayashi 2001 Hayashi , 2009 Palaemonella is conservative in the general morphology within the subfamily Pontoniinae, including many symbiotic taxa, and in particular, very similar to Cuapetes Clark, 1919 in having a cylindrical body form, the welldeveloped, toothed rostrum, the presence of a hepatic tooth on the carapace, the presence of a spiniform median process on the fourth thoracic sternite and non-modified, simple dactyli of the third to fifth pereopods. These two genera are distinguished for one another only by the presence (Palaemonella) or absence (Cuapetes) of a mandibular palp.
The present article serves to describe a new species of Palaemonella on the basis of two ovigerous female specimens collected in Okinawa Island, Ryukyu Islands, Japan. The two specimens were collected from coral rubble bottoms at depths of 5-30 m during the faunal investigation on the cryptic and burrowing decapods in Okinawa Islands, and no evidence of symbiotic association was seen during sampling. The new species, P. okunoi, is morphologically most similar to P. hachijo Okuno, 1999. Differentiating characters between the two species are discussed in detail. An updated identification key to the Indo-West Pacific species of the genus is proposed.
The type material is deposited in the Natural History Museum and Institute, Chiba (CBM), Japan. Postorbital
